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Meetings: 

 

The Substance Use Task Force will meet on Wednesday the 17th at 2:00 P.M. via Zoom. Please 

click the link below to join the webinar: 

https://zoom.us/j/95588317597?pwd=MHZ1UDdsalBzZXJYU3R1SDlYSlFlQT09 

Passcode: 798452 

 

There will be a City Council Business Meeting at 7:00 P.M. via Zoom on Thursday, March 18, 

2021. An agenda is in your Council Packets and the link is:  

https://zoom.us/j/96342885699?pwd=MlcvOHV4eU5RYjRpVmVRdEhqc2xxQT09 

Passcode: 665834   

 

All links will be available on our website augustamaine.gov. 

 

Other Items: 

 

We will be joined at Thursday’s meeting for a presentation by Chief Edward Tolan (Ret.), the 

Executive Director of the Maine Chiefs of Police Association. Chief Tolan will be officially 

presenting to the City of Augusta and our Police Department award of the Department’s 

accreditation status. This achievement comes after a lengthy and rigorous process of preparation 

and review and is a source of great pride for our Department and our City. It has been a top 

priority for Chief Mills and I commend him for his commitment to it.  

 

We are fast approaching the deadline for Council action authorizing a bond question on funding 

the new police station if we want to have it on the June ballot (which this year is just the School 

budget validation vote). I am in the process of getting an updated cost estimate for the project 

from our architect. My goal is to have this on next week’s informational meeting agenda for 

discussion and, barring any dramatic changes in pricing, have the Council order ready for the 

following week’s business meeting (or possibly a special meeting the following week if we need 

more time for the required public notice). 

 

With sadness, I note the untimely and sudden passing last Thursday of proud Augusta native son 

John Finnegan. John was stricken by a heart attack. He was a personal friend and beloved local 

citizen. His contributions to his hometown were wide-ranging and frequently unsung. John 

chaired the Augusta Parking District for decades ( I used to tease him that as long as he was 

willing to take my place as the go-to person for parking ticket complaints, I would strenuously 

oppose the dissolution of the Parking District). For decades he also served the City as the 

volunteer General Assistance Fair Hearing Officer – a thankless task if ever there was one. From 
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his youth, John was an accomplished and passionate musician. He was the organist/pianist for his 

church every Sunday and he and his twin brother and soulmate Mike formed the backbone of the 

popular rock band Cahoots for forty years or more.  

 

John went off in 1969 to St. Michael’s College in Vermont (my alma mater at that same time) 

but after being away from the hometown he loved so much (and the band!) he returned and 

finished his degree at the newly established University of Maine at Augusta. He remained a 

devoted UMA alumnus, serving on its Board of Visitors and, for many years, on its adjunct 

faculty teaching insurance courses to business majors (and mentoring me in the adjunct faculty 

world). John was, until his retirement a couple of years ago, the president of Macomber, Farr, 

and Whitten Insurance Company on Water Street, and a leader in the Augusta business 

community holding key leadership positions in both the KV Chamber of Commerce and Augusta 

Board of Trade. He was the recipient of the Chamber’s Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 

John shared his life, his passions, and their Togus Pond home (purchased as a run-down seasonal 

camp for $16,000 with Mike as young single guys in 1975 and bought Mike out and  converted 

to a family home ten years later) with his wife Nanci and we offer her and their daughter 

Shannon and her family our deepest condolences. 

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors 

 Legislative Delegation 


